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THE UNOFFICIAL GUIDE TO BARACK OBAMA’S HAWAII
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                                      Photo by George Waialeale 
Hawaii is immensely proud of its part in shaping and developing Barack Obama’s formative years, and as the special restorative and grounding location for his family’s second home in Hawaii today.
 As a kama’aina, long time resident or native Hawaiian, President Obama’s experiences and stepping stones in this vibrant, multicultural blend significantly impacted his perspective and his fresh approach to rebuilding our nation. 
As America sees our new president break new ground each day in office, Hotel guests have thoroughly enjoyed this fun, informal tour… to walk in Barack Obama’s footsteps and gain insight into what made Barack Obama the man, the kama’aina and the president he is today.

Follow in the footsteps of Barack Obama with Hotel Renew’s “Obama Treasure Hunt” this easy to follow map, background and insights into Barack Obama, our kama’aina Hawaiian. 
Join in the fun by uploading photos of your adventures to our special page at the hotel website! 
Have fun tracing the Hawaii of Obama’s youth

· Kapi'olani Hospital www.kapiolani.org/women-and-children  - President Barack Obama was born August 4, 1961 at Kapi'olani Hospital for Women and Children, and lived in Honolulu, Oahu. until about age 6, when his mother and stepfather moved to Indonesia. 
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· Grandparents’ Home - At age 10 through high school, Barack Obama lived with his maternal grandparents in a Makiki apartment, a modest Honolulu neighborhood. Makiki was then, and remains now, the home of a cross-cultural mix of working class Hawaiians. Telephone poles and laundry filled clothes lines still criss-cross the neighborhood. He visited his ohana (family) here at this apartment until his grandmother’s death, two days before his election.
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· He walked to the private college preparatory Punahou Schools www.punahou.edu  (No onsite visits allowed) from middle school through high school graduation. Here he developed a love for basketball and dreamed of hoops fame. Today, he still enjoys the game. Other Punahou students of note are Steve Case, co-founder of AOL, and golf legend, Michelle Wie. ( On Treasure Hunt Map )
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· President Obama’s parents met at University of Hawaii at Manoa http://www.uhm.hawaii.edu/ )

· Baskin and Robbins, 1618 S King, Honolulu, still in business today, was the site of his first part-time job. ( On Treasure Hunt Map )

· Picnics and panoramic sunset views from Diamond Head to Waianae Range from the 1048 foot high peak at Puu Ualakaa State Park (http://www.hawaiistateparks.org/parks/oahu/index.cfm?park_id=29)  were favorite places that  President Obama’s enjoyed during his youth.

· Kapiolani Park in Waikiki was and is a favorite of President Obama.

Enjoy a taste of today’s Hawaii, President Obama-style!

When our president returns for much needed relaxation, renewal and restoration, he and his family head for Hawaii, and the family’s second home here on Oahu:
PLACES

· Hanauma Bay - Located on the southeast coast of Oahu, this is Oahu’s most popular snorkeling destination. Hundreds, locals and tourists alike, got a glimpse of the Obamas during their last visit to this bay where the fish are tame enough to enjoy up close and personal, even without a snorkel!

· Sandy Beach, known locally as Sandy’s- ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) http://www.aloha.com/~lifeguards/sandy.html   One of Obama’s favorite beaches while growing up; he learned to body surf here!

· Halona Blowhole - http://www.hawaiiweb.com/oahu/sites_to_see/halona_blow_hole.htm  just a short distance from Sandy’s, is a “don’t miss” experience, where nature’s power and excitement intersect. The “geyser” regular erupts with seawater through a hole in the rock with earth shaking cacophony. His mother’s ashes were scattered nearby. 

· Sea Life Park www.sealifeparkhawaii.com  ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) one of the finest marine life museums in Hawaii was visited by the Obama family recently.

· Nuuanu Pali Lookout www.hawaiiweb.com/oahu/sites_to_see/pali_lookout.htm 
High atop 985 foot cliffs of  Oahu’s Windward peaks, Nuuanu Pali It’s a place to reflect back and look forward, as Obama has done. A strategic and bloody battle led by King Kamehameha I took place here.

·  Oahu Golf: Obama has enjoyed golf at both the Olomana Golf Links ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) and Luana Hills Country Club.

·  Pearl Harbor -Chief historian Daniel A. Martinez gave the Obama family a tour of the USS Arizona Memorial. You’ll never forget this step back into a world changing moment in history. ( On Treasure Hunt Map )

· National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific - A short drive and stop in this Armed Forces Cemetery, located in the 116 acre Pu'owaina Crater, aka the Punchbowl will provide you an insight into one of the sacred Hawaiian places as well as panoramic views. Obama’s grandfather is buried here.

· Kailua - (http://www.kailuachamber.com ) ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) The Obama family vacation home is located on the windward side, in the Kailua area. Only about 30 minutes down the Pali (cliff) highway from downtown Honolulu, it remains a world away, and a true restorative respite from the bustle of life with a world famous beach.
FOODIES TAKE NOTE
· 
Shave Ice - This recent picture of President Obama with his daughters and friends slurping hits Hawaiian dessert treat put Shave Ice on the map! On recent visits, they enjoyed this local version of a snow cone at Kokonuts Shave Ice and Snacks ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) and Island Snow in Kailua. Matsumoto Shave Ice on Oahu’s North Shore and Waiola Shave Ice in Kapahulu are popular with locals. 

· Pupu (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pu_pu_platter ) favorite:  spam musubi - During a recent golf excursion, President Obama reportedly purchased two pupus, Hawaiian appetizers: spam musubis at Olomana Golf Links. This kamaiina taste treat reveres the still pervasive use of Spam, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spam(food)  a canned meat product developed in 1937.  Spam musubi starts with a rice ball called Japanese onigiri, then adds a slice of fried spam, then wraps it all with dried seaweed, called nori. Ya gotta try this typically Japanese-American fusion snack!! Hawaiians still traditionally consume Spam which became popular when fresh meat was hard to provide to military personnel in the Western Theater and both Mc Donald’s and Burger King even serve it!

· Alan Wong’s Restaurant (http://www.alanwongs.com) ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) Cutting edge Hawaiian cuisine from one of Hawaii’s most prized chefs, Alan Wong. The wait can be long, but Frommer’s prounounces the menu “irresistible.”  

· Baskin Robbins Ice Cream ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) – Still in business today, site of Barack Obama’s first part-time job in the “old neighborhood” in 1979

· Plate lunch - Like most kama’aina locals, Obama frequents the restaurants of Kapahulu on the outskirts of Waikiki. A plate lunch is a loco (local) Hawaiian favorite and staple. It usually consists of white sticky rice, macaroni salad many choices of meat from hamburger, steak, chicken katsu. Korean beef ribs called kal-bi and more. Many "drive-ins" sell nothing but these plate lunches. Prices are fairly reasonable and the food is super ono (delicious).

· The Rainbow Drive-In ( On Treasure Hunt Map ) has provided the typical plate lunch to President Obama over the years. Very close to Hotel Renew.

· Zippy’s (http://www.zippys.com/) When hunger strikes night or day, Obama has been able to satisfy that craving at Oahu’s 24-hour mainstay, Zippy’s which has been a hotspot for 43 years, and now sells 110 TONS of their Original Recipe Chili per month! 
President Obama’s Spirit of Aloha
President Obama’s early life was immersed in the incredible diversity and natural beauty of Hawaii, creating a reverence for both. This Hawaiian culture of acceptance and aloha provided our newest president a unique perspective and will surely continue to  influence him in the future.

“What’s best in me, and what’s best in my message, is consistent with the tradition of Hawaii.” ~ Barack Obama

If you wish to explore further, visit, call or search Hawaii’s Official Tourism site at http://www.gohawaii.com or the Hawaii Visitors and Convention Bureau  at http://www.hvcb.org.

Enjoy your exploration of Obama’s Hawaii.   Hotel Renew  www.hotelrenew.com 
Please visit us on www.twitter.com/hotelrenewHI  and tell us about your  journey.  Please email photos to the hotel to include in our gallery. Mahalo!  

For more information, contact:
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Cecilia Brown

sales & client services manager

Hotel Renew

129 Paoakalani Avenue, Waikiki Beach, HI  96815

direct: (808) 687-7712 mobile: (808) 354-2713  fax: (808) 687-7701

email: cbrown@hotelrenew.com

